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There was no emall degree of excitement in the
gection of the clty seuth of Grand street to the Bat-
tery last night, in censequence, firat of the entire
lack of gas during the early part of the night; sec-
ond, because from elght until eleven the supply
was exiremely limited ana looked asthough it
might be exhausted at any moment, and lastly,
in antloipation of the great public incon-
venience and danger that might follow
im the event of a oomplete cessation of
the supply and the inevitable extinguishment of
street lampa that wounld result. At seven o'clock
the pressure of gas at the New York Gas Com-
pany's works was sadly Insuificient, for 1t was im-
poasible to light mere than one lamp out of every
ten, and at the Post OMce, the Astor House, the
wvarious newspaper offices, and at sucn places ps 1t
was desirable and necessary to transact night
business in there was enly a feeble glimmer of gas-
light to be had.

During the afternoon there was no gas whatever
in the New York Company’s district except in such
edtablishments as were supplied by the Mutual,
and the consequence wWas A great embarragsment
to many branches of trade carried on in basementa
and cellars and in the interior rooms of the large
bulldings where it 18 necessary to keep gaslight at
all times.

THERE WABE ALMOST A "‘CORNER"
in the article of candies and tin candie sockets,
and a Inrge supply was kept on hand and in readi-
nesa for use at the Post Omee. It was a rather
curious spectacle to witneas the pursult of pleas-
ure under extreme difMicnlty, as, for example, in
the playing of a game of billiards in a basement bil-
Hard room without gas. Candles were Improvised
and placed In  every avallable position, on
poste and pillars and sospeunded by cords. The
result was g wonderful play of bad light and very
deep shade over the surface of the green-balzed
tables, and there was more bad billiard playing,
“geratcnes” and mis-cues attnbuted to  ‘the
ahadow on'the balla" than was ever known before
in & single day.
THE PLAYERS EHOT
the Ivory spheres away wnto the Stygian vacancy at
the other end of the tables, and it was only at in-
tervals of sllence, when the balls were heard to
*olick™ in the distant gloom, or by having a friend
with a fog trompet located somewhere in the
vicinity, that o' man could learn whether his ball
had hit anything or mot. On the counters the
light *wus furnished by ecanales set in
the necks of hottles, as improvised candlesticks,
and the oppertunities for Hembrandt pictures
were bewildering both hy the general prevalence
and the welrd uncertain ilghts and shadows that
played upon them. To add to all this gloom there
was the fsct of & rather overcast sky and a
glight tendency to fogginess in  the atmos.
phere, nﬁd the prospecis for the evening began
to look quite dismal. The streets were wet and
muddy and the sidewalks uneven and erooked, and
the only peopld who felt really independent on the
qnestion were the street car conduactors and the
peanut venders. Happy mortuls! not to be ob-
tiged to depend upon the mismanagement of
ANY “BLOATED CORPORATION"
or the intrigues of any striking trade organiza-
tion. Like the “five wise virging,' they kept their
little kerosene cand well filled with the illuminat.
ing nuid, and snapped thelr ingers at the outside
world as Lhe shadows of night came on.

From seven o'clock till abeut eight there were
not more than one-ball'of the lamps it in the whole
lower purt of the city, but orders had been traps-
mitted 10 the varions precincta direciing each
patroiman on post to make frequent trials to light
all lamps found not burning snd to slmilarly essay
those that had been Lt but had subsequently been

extinguished,
THE ROUGHS AND THUGS

of the metropolis lost a magulicent opportunity
1ast night to obliterate about one-third of the po-

Jdlge jorce by one master stroke ol diabolism,
All that was necessary to done was
to rub smartly agalnst the ofMcers’ pockets
and there wonid have heen instant sulphurons

tion, for they each carried hall a dozen boxes
of matches. Shades of the bine-crested Lucifer
whal a chance for vengeance was there | But i
was lost through the supineness and ignorance of
“gur dangerous (¥) classes,'

At eight o'clgck the lamps on hoth aldes of
Broadway, from Grand street south to Pearl, were
dark, as well a8 1n the streets diverging luto the
low ground ecasiward of the main thorough-
in the City Fark  thers

and impressive  darknesa  that

leoked ilke  Paradise  [tself
to a burglar. On South and West streets the
Was 100 ieeble in flow to give more than & waving
button of hlue fame, and every lew minutes even
this seemed suddenly to drop Kk into the pipe
and set the policemen cursing.

THE BATONED KNIG/ITS,

with thick bootk, and overcoats as cumbersome as
mattresses t bodies, were poor substl-
tutes [or the proverbially active lamplighters; and
besides, the department had forgotten to furnish
them with ladders and torches. There was no
help for it but to bark thelr shins climbing the
lamp-posta and skin their knnckles striking bad
watches against Mg iron frames,

“Loek & here," sald a burly “cop' to a reporter
near Buriing stip, “T've lit that lamp jost seven
times in the last hour, and I've got all them
matehes to use yet before 1 ean give the job.
Aln't it A sweet plll ¥ and Le Jooked gloomily

toward the dim, dull ontline of the Fuiton
house, where everything wis equally sombre,
srever the Iampa did burn it was with a wan
¢ thut only made the dark-

fe

w
consumptrive sort of
nesa yeliow and dreary.

OVER THE WHOLE CENTRE
of the distriet bounded by Grand on the north,
West Hrondway and New Chureh on the west, by
Bowting Green and Beaver stréetson the south and
by Pearl snd Mnaison streeis on the cast, there
was o passable apology for ght frem elght to eleven
o' wien it again to iade oul. Outside
these lines it was next to inpossible to keep the
gns burning. At exsctly thirteen minutes to ten
o'clock the lucent element thal made
THE CITY HALL CLOCK FACR
radiamnt with intelligence seemed to through
the cupola as though 1t was aspamed to look upon
the darkling #cenes below. The pressure ot the
works was insufficient to send the cembustible
fluld into the tower, and men in the
Atreeta almost broke their necks looking
up o wvain  for the light until their
- en 'i"i?d tm!':‘ll the ltarlfu‘Iunﬂh ?I'JE"
om. n the fog began 10 envelope everything,
and there wun%lorlmm prospect that the lihe
existing llght that seemed to sirnggle from saloon
windows and lamps wonld seon be nemmed into
radius of six feet from (1« wources, And 8o the
nigiit wore on, with some improvement in the con-
ditlon of anfirs on the mght before snd #
littie promise for hetter things in the future.
THE GLOOM IN WALL STRERET.

Quite a feeling of alarm and distrust existed
among the bunking establishments ot Wali sirect
and (g0 ne.!fhhmbwl Inst night, who fenred that a
general rald mi be made npon their estabiish-
ments by burglars during the night. Osptain
Van Duzer, of the New sireel pollve station, made
arrangements to peirol the ward constaatly der-
jug the hours of aurkndss, Mr. Thonias Sampso
the detective of the Siock Exchiange, was engages
i » mmilar manper. A lprge nomber gf exira

watchmen were also employed within and outside
uf bankity establishmeuts.

At the New York Gas Works.

The neighborhood of the New York Uas Com-
pany's works did pot, as wus expected, become
the scene of any disorderiy conduect on the part of,
the strikers. Gathered on the corners, distingulsh-
able by the sprig of cedar which adorned their
hats, were to be seen groups of men talking guletly
together or lstening to the news of the day as
read by one of their number. It may have
been that they cast an oocasional glance
toward the bare columns which surrounded the
empty gus tanks, and chuckied with hesrty astis-

faction as they saw that ihey neither had nor werd |

likely to rise to their ususl height. These huge
tanks are the palladium of the strikers' success, and
upon their rising or remaining where they are
entirely dependas the victory or defeat'of their
movement. [i the company ceuld by any possibie
means secure men und reterts enough te Ml
the tanks the strikers would be routed and
forced to sue for peace on any terma, The labor 18
not such 88 requires skilled workmen, and the
failure of the Italians 18 mainly due to the (aot of
their being unavle to understand the orders which
are lssued to them by the experionced foremen still

In the service of the company. Far from already
appearing the b the gas com,
pho mmx:'a and joke ut the attempt
to their work, and assert t
moruing the company will be glad
1o have them back.”
INSIDB THE BUILDING.

The discharged men, to Lhe number of 168, were
paid off yesterday witernoon. They roceived their
money withont any manifestations ol hostlity, and
xﬂu resumed thelr places on the adjacent corners,

e maney was pasded out Lo each man through
g grited window, and o posse oL police wero

uavtered in an adjascent part of the room, Charles

. Mowton, Chief Engineer, recelved the HERALD
reporter, and expreased & willingness to show him
over the works,

“Do you expect to farnish all night, Mr,
Mowton ¥ was the guery of the HEraLp man,

“1am afraid It will pot beld out longer than ten
or eleven, o'cleck, but we are dolng our very best,
1 am nearly exhausted trom anxiety and vexation,
and do !mg. that this state of thjuﬁn will not con-
tinue much longer," answered Mr. Howton.

In the imper office, te which the reporter had
been shown, sat a sergeant of police, who managed
the deployment of his men with t and con-
summate discretion. Three were stationed ut the
street door, and by & judicious display of their
cluba kept the outside rabble in submissive
quietude. The police of the Fiith and Fourteenth

recinets alternately did ver{ eficient duty in the

uuch-room and on the stree
IN THE RETORT HOUSE.
* After the tired cluefengineer had completed
some work which dccupled his atiention, he rose
and conducted the HERALD reporter through the
door and into the great retort-room of the works,
The entrance into these barn-like quarters did not
tend to impress the visitor with any greas sense of
the comiort or cheerfulness of the place,

“Do you see hew well ventilated this bullding
187" paid Mr. Mowton, pointing to the huge open-
ing# In the roo and to the doors of the structure
opening into the yard,

There certainly was no question of ventilation,
but the draught of cold alr which struck the re-
porter's fice was thing but plemsant. It re-
minded him at onoe of the cold, D workshops
which are so x:t.umsly condemned in “Put Your-
gell in His Plae.” Certain it is that If too much
ventilation is worse than unoune, the workmen in
gas houses are sure to find it out and to suder ac-
cordingly.

The party passed up to the long row of retorts
on the sonthern fide ol thie buliding, A large gang
of laborers, mou%ﬁlmn were peen wheellng up
the coal and dra and charring the coke. Thay
appeared to perform their work with an intention
of dolng it mpropurly, but irom in¢xperience and
smallness of ptature made only a partial success.
At the windows leoking out on Twenty-firat street
several ol the discharged fremen  could be seen
deriding snd joking the laborers. The great mis-
take on the part of the new men appeared to be
that the charges were drawn from the retorts

belore they were thoroughly baked, and as the gas
which escaped upon opening the doors was
fgnited  huge volumes of emoke and

ame rolled up almost to the rool to the terror of

the ltallans, e work did not progress with the
expedition or system necessary to the business.
The Chiel Engineer did nol offer to vonduct the re-
gnnur to the porthern side of the works, and by

is wctlons discouraged any request to be shown
any lurtber. There was such a scene of chaos in
the part of the works which the reporter visited
that it 18 only falr to presums that the condition ol
the workmen in the other portions was even more

demoralized,
AR UOLY RUMOR.

The steamer George Birbeck touched at the com-
pRuy's whar!/ about fifteen minutes past three in
the afternoon to land some workmen, As the ves.
sel neared the side of the pier a general rush of the
Italinpg 1o the works took place. Hastily netsin%
their bedding and bundles the descendants o
Dante gttempted 1o board the eruft, The scene for
A lew woments was one of the greatest confusion.
The men on board the steamer took up a defensive
position on the gangway und drove back the
men, 1t is stated on the authority of a police
oflicer, who wus on duty on the wharl and claimed
to have wiinessed the scens, that the Captain of
the tug Birbeek drew a revolver oo the Itallsns,
and thus prevented them rom Eaﬂ.lng on board.
U;‘a tll mighifall & mygaber of the Iwallans were
gitting desolate and lobely on the edge o1 the pier,
walting vainly for the return of the steamer. @
report that twe men were drowned 18 pronounced
untrue,

A farther additien to the force of the New York
Gas Cumg?nj was received yesterday asfternoon
from the Metropolitan Gas Company., The latter
sent thirty-three of their hegt firemen to assist the

gungs already st work. New reteris will be opened,
und.l with the large force of Germans which will,
in all probability, be engaged to-day, the supply

may be urought up to the usual llmdltlj by Wednes.

day nigit.

What the Manhaitan Company is Pree
pared For.

The Vice President of the Manbattan Gas Com-
pany was visited yesterday at the oilice,on the cor-
ner of Irving place amd Fifteenth street, by a
HErALD reporter, and assured the latter that not
the slightest appretiension was had of a general
gtrike, He sald that his company had never ylelded
to the dictation of their men, but lad always shown
& willingness to advauce the rate ef wages
whenever they deemed the inerease just., There
existed the most perfect understanding between
the employers and the employed that the company
would not Jook with any sort of favor npon men
who strick work for am advance In wages.
The most thorough discipline existed in
every branch of their business, Each foreman
wias  held directly responsible for the men
under his immediate control. The engineer
or superintendent were allke supreme, and the
men were at omce given to understand that the
commands of their immediate superiors were law
while they remained in the employ of the company.
The men now at werk had been im ned by the
strikers te join them, but, so far as Was knewn, did
not manifest the least dedire whatever fo do so. It
was sale tostate that should every man strike to-day
neither the consumers ner the would suffer for
one hour from the loss of gns, Arrangements had
been perfected when the strike was first antici-
pated by which the places of every man who should

now efoTt the company could be sup-
phed. HRegarding the assertion that the
oceupation of & fireman  er Ium:r in_the

Vice Pres-

Fu works was an unhealthy business,
dent sall that they hod men in their employ who
had been with them for nearly thirty years. The
sudden changes of temperuture might be injurious
1o those nffected with lung diseases, but
was certainly not to be compared to that of s
sitlor for severity or hardsni Always under
vever, the men were not compeiled te quit work
when the rain or snow fell. It was true that the
duy's work seemed long, but the number of honrs
of actaal labor did not average more than five
to six. ‘True, It was necessary that the reterts
ghould mot be left uncared for, but when thoy were
once il the men conld sit down te rest and smoke.
The fires had to be raked occasionady, but the
actual smount of menual labor required was
grossly ex ruted, He declined to anything
regarding the causes which had led to the unplens-
ant predicament in which the New York Gas Com-
pany fiLds itseli.

At the Mutual Gas Works
the men were going regularly on with their work,
and the oMoeers were in the very best of spirits re-
gurding the fNdelity of their employés. The chler

engineer kindly cenducted the HERALD reperter
through the works, and found the manufacture of
oS pregressing with the usuni rapidity, The doorsof
the works were open and the men came and went
us their business necessitated, This company fur-

nighed gus on 8 and last even Lo many
ofices In the dark distriet. The licy of the
Huperintendent scems to be to treat employed

as men and to expect them to @lo” their duty.
Nearly ull the men are married and have lamilies.

Statement of Mr. Everitt, President of
the New York Gas Company.

A HERALD representative called on the President
of the New York Gas Company yesterday nfrer-
noon, at the company's ofice in fester street.
Mr. BEveritt gave a very clear siwtement of the
company's dificuities, He sald that the publie

hardly understeod the mature of the pres-
ent #irike or other embarressments to
wiueh  the company was subjected. During

the past year the gasmen had struck for the elght
hour gystem. The cempany acceded to thelr de-
mands, and pald thewm the same wages for two.
thirda of their former labor, when it was found
necessary te put on a third gang of men, and
the ‘expensc wis increased Afty per cent thereby.
rmen uhe lucreased price of coal came, and ihese

Ao [pota takep togeter juadle e cpmuypny ynable

| manunlgctured

to meet their engsgements with the publle. Ho
stated that the reports of the strike had been
mainly sensational, and, In referning to the teme of
the press, sald it was singuniar. that the . strikers
here seemed to have the entire sympathy of the
newspapers, while in the same
o e g UL o g
oI Darrates om the present cendition of

rtain
men worked in hes of six, with
thelr duties were to Q11 the retorts
, and after the gas had been ex-
tracted Lo remove the refuse and cart iv away,
no danger attended any of these operatlons,
and a lew days would puflice to teach the
e the  expertness nec A fire-
man received $3 25 & day, a hel $2 60, The
Italtuns were kept secluded from the strikers, snd
grounds in order

were housed on the mm;ﬁf?
that they might not be reachéd either by outeide
violence or interference. To-day we thought less
thanone-hall of the usual #untlu ol gus would be
but to-morrow the quantity would
Increase, and hy the middle of the week the public
wonld sutfer no further inconvenlence, The eom-
pany would not noder anr circumstances agoin
receive these old men Inte its employ. On
former atrikes thelr aetlon had been ourious.
When the company gave the men

. THR EIGHT HOURS
4 demanded, it did not operate satisfactorily,
snd a jealousy existing among diferent gangs of
workmen mude it easy for, the company Lo come

bagk to twelve hours and the same wages, Nearly
every company in the cily haa tried the eight-hour
syatem, butin all attempts it had been a fruitless
relorm. Mr, Everett siated, furthermore, that 1t
wis not eontemplated to encourage these
movements in the future by any acquiezeent ne-
tion on the part of the company. The present exper-
fment had proven that it Was not nocessary to run
the works at the dictation of the employes, and ([t
would probanly be a sglutery lesson to them. Up
to the présent cime the strikers had been orderly
and quiet. A

Statemont of the Secretary of the Metro=
politan Company.

A HERALD representative called at the Metro-
politan Building, Forty.second 'street and Broud.
way, and found the President out, but was
answered Ly the Secretary and Superintendent

that all was working aquietly and as
usual In  their gas district. The men
were satisfled with the terms of  their

employment and not the slightest symptom of dis-
content was visihle. ‘e firemen received $3 50
per day and the heipers 88 per dng. The Metropoll-
tan Company had tried the eight-hour system, hut
had found that it° was utterly impracticable,
and the men bad wllngly retorned to
their former status. The :-l:lperimendsnt, o
folly - little man of Teutonie origin, had
Jusk arrived Irom the works, and so happy was he
with the state of nffairs there that all the radiance
that could be produced by o full gasometer was
beawing on hia iace. It was tho: hly evident,
from the conversation on Lhe subject, the gna
campanies are all pulbng together and are detor-
mined to fight the men with all the power of their
huge monopolies.
Bitntement of the Gasmen.

A HERALD representative endeavored to procure
a statement from the idllug gasmen on First ave-
nues, in front of the works, auring the afternoon of
yesterday. One highly excitable siriker waved off
the reporter with great fmportance and demanded
to see his badge,

“[ have no badge."

“Then you're no reporther!"

“But 1am!"

1 say every reporther in York has a badge, and
ye'll get no statement.”

Another man, with the green sprig in his hat, was
more confiding and conducted the HERALD repre-
sentative to the Gasmen's Hall, corner of Twenty-
sccond street and First avenue, where he found
about twe hundred men locked in, deliberating in
& very quiet manner upon thelr future plans. The
Becretary, a vory intelligent man, came to the reur
end eof the hull and mades the following statement :—

4 ‘“WE ARE NOT (DING TO WORK
agaln, except under the eight hour system, ana
have decided upon the point, No eircumstances
will make us waver. We can swand a strike of
months, and we intend te do it. We are now

holding meetings, quietly diseussing onr plans,
and we iotend to act ke law-abiding
citizens, while nArmly maintaning our rights
to  be adequately  compensate for our

pevere and exhaustiug toll.  This is o duty we owe
a8 muech to our wives aud children na we do to our-
selves. A man has just made 4 powerful speech
against violence, and as we are thoronghly or-
ganized and as the men are serious wod sober
yon need fear no disturbanee of the peace. The ud-
vice of the HERALD Lhis morning counselling us to
cominlt no acts which can be condemned will be
strictly followed. The entlre responsibility of the
strike we intend to pluce on the shoulders of the
compiny. We clalul and we prove that we have
been badly treated; thns, while zealously and
obhediently performing our dally work, which is very
exacting apd unhealthy, the company has failed
te keep its promises, and nas maluiained that o
gasman old no skilled labor, We aMrm that the
work ni: rsman I8 skulled lavor, and that at the
end of twelve menths & man could net do more
then than the brotal part, The companies ‘are
rich, and all we have do 18 not to work for
them., To show you how the New York
Company acted, we Lknow that agents
been out all day treating German
lahorera to lager beer, then inducing them to go
inalde the wuml and then not pe ng them to
leave, Those who have strock number 182, and
they receive $2 60 to $3 25 per day. We do not
know what they pay the Italians, but it will now
take three men where It formerly took two men to
mecemplish the same work, Our labour was very
exhausting. Maaoy died, and new many of
THE ULD HANDS ARE BICK,

and when sickness comes the sufferer a8 almost
sure to die. To work twelve hours in a gas factory
tells on & mAn HOON, it in more thun
twelve hours; sometimes rem:hln{ 28 high as thir-
teen hours a day. When we go home we eat oir
dinners and then go 18 bed, but are teo tired te
gleep. This geing on irom day to day wears us out,
till we foally come to our melapcholy fate. A
glance a1 the men (n the hall cenfirmed this
story, for the s of the men were h rd, Rad
and dlononnllta.) For a long time we have been
planning among eurscives practical measures
of relief, Last Bpring legales from all
the works assembled and organized this
Dnjon, Metropolitan and New York Cem-
panies granted us  the eight hours and
we resumed labor., The Manhattan Company
bad employed eld men te dothe aweeping and
light work, and the company promised these men
$1a day extira if they would not strike, Otker
men were brived, and even some of the emploﬁn
who were getting old were assored that

they would be n{l for The men's
feellngs were werked upon and when It
came to & decision en the Sth of June
the company carried ite nt. The President

romigea them $1 a day e for & year. In the
vew York Cempany t the strike of the Sth of
June the men were fnally induced to relinguish
their elght-beur system by & promise of extra puy
of $1, but the extra pay was not continued.
THE MEN WERE OPPRESSED
by the foreman, and the companies boasted that
they would spend $2,000,000 to bresk up all strikes
ameng gasmen. [t was February when we were
notified to give up the eight hour system, in the
midet of Winter, when we were assared that cold
was in onr midst, that onr wives and children would
beécome beggara for their daily bread, and that we
would become dlera in the streets. The men
were frightened into acqulescence and were proun-
1sed seventy-ive cents n day eXtra wages; but the
pext week It was taken away, Fioally, some of the
papers say that this 18 & faction Aght; but kueh s
not true.  We have strook because we have su'-
mitted to the fickle course of the company uutil
ita vmelllution has brought hanger aml misery to
our firesides ool slckoess and death 1o our-
Helves.
The Moral of the Gas Strike

I# this:—=The companies, by once acceding to the
demands of the men in granting them the eight-
hour sygtem, and in afterwards breaking falih with
them, have virt become responsible for the
present  strike. y recognized the justice
the elght-hour  system in  consenting
to adapt I, an then  triflied  with
the men, and at Iast broke their direct pledges in
returning to the rule of twelve hours' labor per
day. If¢ ag.l:ad never taken their original activn,
o?{ml not been potifled that the present strike
was inevitable, then ithey wonld not be helden jor
the present disagreeable crisis. It is just os

of

dimenit to reduce the wades of men in s partienine
trade, or prolong thelr time of laber lour hours
A day, a8 1t 8 to tak ballot

A " aw 1]
irom a hewly enfranciised clans of a’ums. There
i# no doabt, from toe lnspections made yesterday,
that the lebor ls severe and unhealthy, and that
the gasmen are & hard-working, sober hody of
men, upon whom the ol nds for ita uy
consimption of gas, At the 1, River Works the
geople in  oharge were not toe willing to
ave thelr operations Investigated, and the
behaved in o very “diplomatic”’ manner, while al
ways courteonus, The Inferen®e was thiat there was
something concealed which they did not oare to

have ventilated,

here Is one phasre of the movement which I8
worthy of the attentieon;of those studying indus-
trial guestions—that the Nalians have been
taken from the cure of the State, and over one hnn-
dred of them placed In an employment where uu-.z
will we able to carn thelr own bread and raimen
prd’s [sland thus pEOvVed i LOITog W ** atrpkgEs."

THE ATLANTIC CRIME.

Scenes at Meagher’s Head and
at the. Wreck.

THE SPECTACLE ON SHORE.

A Herald Correspondent with the
Divers in the Ship.

DOWN AMONG THE DEAD.

A Terrible and Heartrending Sight
Underneath the Sea.

A FEMALE SAILOR.

Strange Romance of the Dis-
aster Without a Sequel.

THE INVESTICATION.

Contradictory Testimony of the
Officers of the Atlantic.

INDIGNATION AT HALIFAX.

The White Star Astonished at the
Captain’s Statements.

Havrirax, April 7, 15873,

The mantle of mourning still darkens this agon-
fzed and staid old-fushioned city. The very air
seems to be full of death, the streets full of mourn-
ers, and the hotels crowded with tne anzious and
sorrowful friends of those who were sent 8o sum-
marily to their final aceonnt through the incompe-
tency of the Captaln of the ill-fated steamer At-

lautie. THE HERALD reporters, with their
gpecial steamer, have cruised around and
watched the wreck and the surrounding

Bcenes almost from the mement of the terrible
calamity. Notwithstanding the weather has been
clear and calm ever since the eventful disaster, the
monster ahip with all her strength has slowly and
conatantly drifted to pieces, Divers, theugh, have
worked thelr best and have recovered hundreds of
the bodies of the unfortunate victims, 10 look
npon the position of the sunken hull 1t becomes
more and more incomprehensible how it waa
possible for the vessel to have been driven in
where ahe now lies. It is the opinion of the fsher-
men of the locality that she struck on the Grampus
Reef about hall » mile east of the scene, and ran
along the reefs until she brought up against the
fatal rock. She islying on her port side, well uu-
der water from amidships; the hal Is
almost abreast of the reef and forms a
sort of breakwater between It and the shore
of the island, which appears only about forty yards
off. All that portlon of the hull from the ferward

hateh 18 severed as completely ns If It had been
cut with some plece of muachinery. The sea has
causad 1t to forge ahead thirty leet or so, leaving a
gap or passage way, where the small boats are
continuanlly running in snd out and carrying
curjosity seekers from the shore to the wreek and

back.
THE FATAL ROCK

looks close eneugh for one Lo leap on to It from the
forward part of the hull, It is a small roek, or
rather that portien of It which was above water,
gearcely thirty square feet, and upon this two han-
dred or mere human beings stood for two er three
hours, until rescued by boats from the maln laund.
Volumes and volumes of harrowing Incidents
might be written of herolsm us well a8 of
cruelty and luhnmanity ; but no pen can ever con-
vey the falntest tdea of the ghastly spectacle which
at this very moment exists on the shere at the
scene of the awiul disaster. This afternoon and
yesterday several of the fishermen, who have been
engaged In the sad business, carried the bodies up
the bank and lnid them on the grassy knoll where
the other bodies had been laying. The visitors
erowded around and gamed mournfully upon the
gad slght. Many could net stand it and turned
away from the place which has appro priately been

called
“THE WILL OF DEATH.™

Others It their hats, and with reverential awe
step lightly along, as if afrald to awake those who
are Bleeping thelir iast sleep. The bodles were
those of steerage passengers, and most of them
were females. One young woman was particularly
handsome, and looked as natural as if she nad died
pencefully and calm. She was a flue featured
young woman, beautiful, no doubt, in life, Her
name was Benneit, and she had a through
ticket fer Boston. Her scapulars and beads
were left on her mneck when her name
was entered in a book by Byuire Ryan. On the
body of one man thirty-six sovereighs were fouud,
and upon that of another twenty, All the men
and many of the women had valuasbles, such as
gold rings, brooches, money and' watches. The
magistrate and those who were assisting him in
gearching the remains sald that the bodles found
yesterday had more property on them than all the
rest who had been buried, except the body of Mrs,
Davidson, which was recovered on Saturday even-

ing. One of
THE ROMAKTIC INCIDENTS

of this terrible calamity has been the discovery
that oue of the men, 8 common sallor, and oue
whose life was sacrificed In efforta to save others,
was 4 young woman of about twenty or twenty-ilve
years of age, Her sex was not known untll the
body was washed ashore and the rude clothing
removed preparatory for burial. She had served
is A common sallor for three voyages, and was i
favorite shipmate with all. She 1# described
as having fewer of the vices Inewdent to &
gallor's ife than 18 usual, but ahe was, neverthe.
Jess, a8 jolly an oid tar a8 auy of them. One of the
gurvivers of the crew in speaking of her remarkedl,
of dign’s know Bill was o woman, He used ve take
Nis lquor as regular as any of us, and was
always begring and stealing tobaeco. He was o
good fellow, though, and I am sorry he wos
A woman.” The most singular part of the whols
story 18 that the weman was an American, and
was about the only one of that nationality belong-
ing to the crew. Who she was and where she
came from, and her mouve for leading eoch a
strange life of hardship, never was aud never will
pe fully known.

All along the coast, a few rods back from the
shore, are humdreds of rude, plaln, unpainted
cofing, piled up in & hideous, conglomerated mass,
[n front are long lines of dead men, wemen and
cliliren, in all the varions positlons which result
from sudden death, There Was & Woman Wiil
wer lands clasped In  prayer and a peace-
fal expression upon her face; then 8 |
man whe had evidently perished in terrible sgony ;
then, most heartrending of all, & little girl staring
sightless ; a pabe with it arms clasped apout the
neck of 1tA mother, and the dead woman eliuging to
Ber ehlld so firmly that they had not been parted,
waus but one of the many scenes which made stroug

men weep.
ONE VERY FWANDEOME WOMAN,

with long, fowing dark hair, had died seeminely
o the edort te screen her beautiful persen (rom
rode gaze. Almost her only raiment was a night
wrapper, and that wis clutched about her person,
Another woman, lying stil and stark, was in the

very pot of hooking hyr dress wign death ovyer

took her. An old man had one arm raised, and the
other hand, grasping & puria® containing fifteen
sovereigns, had been wrenched from it. The grasp
of the dead alnost defled that of the living.
THR MXAMINATION OF THR BODIES

3 they came sshore was conducted in a very lonse
way. Frequently considerable sums of money
weuld be taken, amd before the record was half
made the magistrate in charge would be examining
the next body. This method of procedure became
80 criminally careless a8 to exoite the indignant
pretest of sevorul New York gentlemen who were
Ppresent to look after the bodies of frienda. The sad
work proceeded under the direction of an island
magistrate and a tew equally Incompetent assist-
ants. In the meantime the Dominion revenue
steamer Lady Head lay quietly at her wharf in #al-
ifax. Brutes in human form were drinking and quar-
relling npon the rocks, and two ‘'of them who wera

.| fighting fell into the sea. Two regiments of sol-

diers were dling about Halifux, and their omcers
strutting in the streets. Bo far there has been
A DISGRACEFUL LACK OF SYSTEM

and orgauized effort In protecting property and
caring for the dead. The company’s agents and
Oaprain Willlams did not even reach the scene on
Bunday, and wera mndebted to the HERALD'S tug
to tow them back when they were found becalmed
linll way to the wreck.

Every incoming train and steamer brings mourn-
Ing fMiends in search of the bodies of their beleved.
Many have been recovered, identified and for-
waniled to their homes, but humdreds still remain
drifting and shifting around with the cargo inside
the ataterooms apd compartments of the
H-fated steamer, W. P. Scrymser, of New

York, who arrived Friday night, to forward
the hodles of s brother-in-law, W. H.
Merritt, and of his mnlece, Miss Merritt,

is atill here awalting the recovery of the body of
Mrs. Merritt. Mr. Christlan, who Ilives near the
scene ot the wreck and toek charge of the efects
of Mr. Merritt, which were supposed to be lost,
called apon and restored thom to Mr, Scrymser
this evening, They conelsted of a gold wateh and
chaln, which he was bringing f8 u present for a
New York friend; also a couple of rings, a pocket
knife, some pleces of money and a bunch of keys,

THE HERALD CORRESPONDENT IN THE HOLD OF THE
VESHEL.

Anxious to obtain a view ef the ship below the
waler, the HEraLD correspondent procured a
diving suit, with the permisstion and under the
direction of the wrecker and divers who were at
work upon the hull, and descended into the interior
of the wreck, The waters were clear and every

-object plaiuly visible around the shlp where she

lay on the reef. It was the firdt time
for the correspondent to seek information
beneatn the waters, and the sensation 18
almost 1ndeseribable. The air from above, which
18 turuished through the rubber tube, comes with
& hissing sound, producing a strange leeling. I
shudder at the thoonght of bLeing immersed so
deeply, and how slight an accldent would insure
instant  desiruction, All  around the objects
looked welrd-like ; the glasses in the
casque magnifylng the already  bloated
formse into twice thelr size, The walers
are very cold, and @ ochilly feellng
oreeps over me at firat, hut as I proceed it wears
away and I enter upen the task I have undertaken
with more nerve than I fancied 1 possessed. The im-

. mense hull lies well down on the port side, which is

broken in several places from contact with the reel.
Flsh were swimming around eagerly devouring the
particles o1 food which are to be picked up, FPick-
ing my way towards the hull Ienteh hold of &
rope and seramble up the deck. The place where
I bhave descended 18 where the ahip parted, and 8
seoctional view of the hull and cargo Is obtained,
The forward hatch is open and I peer down the

hoid,
OIl! WHAT A SPECTACLE

{s presented! The cargo has broken bulk and
lay4 heaped up In o confased mass; bodies ef
mon and women, brulsed aud torn, were jammed
among the cases and crates. 1t 18 & horrible signt
to louk upon, and the magnifying power of the orbs
through which I gaze upon it renders it all the
more horrible, Fishes swim in and out ameng
the bodies and boxes, feasting wupon the
bodies of the dead, Limbs are strewa around,
having broken off from the body from the contmual
actlon of the waters, which, when agitated, drive
agninst the ogly pleces of the broken hmil that
ptick up lere and render my movements very
hazardous, Huving seen enough ef this part of
the sunken borror Iproceed towards one eof
THE BTEERAUE CADING,
the one where all the women and children were
drowned as they lay in their bunks., Scrambling
along the deck, gulded by the rope from above, and
asslsted by one of the divers who has undertaken
to conduct me through the wreck, I reach the eom-
panion way. If the sight in the hold smong the
cargo was horrible, the one that now met my gaze
wis ten times more so. There, iying in animmense
heap, were & hundred or more bodles. They lookea
for all the world as If they were ulive, with arms
dislocated, eyes staring wildly, faces grinning as it
were at you and moving backward and forward with
the under-current; some wero dressed, many weroe
half nude, Children were clinging 1o thelr mothers
and srout men were clusping thelr wives and secm-
ing 68 Il they met their fute with caln resignation.
No description of the bodies breught to the
surface could convey an idea of the borrid sight in
that cabin, I cloge my eyes and motion to my
pondactor my readiness to leave. Ihave seen
enough in that charnel house, the recollection of
which will never fade. My conductor motions me
towards the steerage cabin, where the men
were by themselves and  where there was
snch & rush fer the companion way. 'cer-
ing down into that cabin 1 eaw &
similar pleture of death. Bodies of atalwart men,
ol and young, were hmuaq together on the staie-
way, giving—from thelr distended nostirils, gaping
months and staring, glasey eycs—seme conception
of the terror which selzed them a8 they vainly
struggled to resch the deck, but were prevented
by the waves which swept over the ship as she
heeled over and fllled the cabin, From another
part of the vessel 1 obtained & view of
THE BLEEFING APARTMENT,

Here, piled up In heaps on the port side, were
numbers of bodies of men, and strewn among
them bed clothing of one kind and another. From
continual knocking agninst the stanchions and
sharp, jJagged woollwork which I8 splintered and
broken from the lnings of the bunks, the faces and
limbs of these dead are more ghastly than any I
have ever seen, Imagination cannot pleture any-
thimg more terrible than what was in this
compartment, The flesh I8 torn from the faces of
many of the dead; others agwm are brulsed and
battered about thelr heads and faces, which are
red and bloedy, and in striking contrast te the
pale, livid features of others which the action of
the waters has not disturbed. While 1 stand
here sanother of the divers deseends and com-
mences to send up some of the bodies
e, however, I8 mere intent wupon secur-
ing the cargo than sending up the bodles,
aod only does 80 now to gain access 1o some BoXes
and trunks which are lylng beneath them. Hav-
ing seen enoagh of the horrors beneath the water
on that fatal reef—horrors of the deep which will
naver bé erased from my viston—I1 declded to go
above, and motioned accordingly te the men who
wore above in the boat, amd, pumping dewn to me
the necessary supply of air to sustain life, in a few
minates [ was once more at the surface gazing upen
the light of heaven and experiencing o sensation
of rellelr at having leit the chambers of deatn in
the cabins of the iil-fated Atlantic,

ABUVE THE WATERS AGAIN,

For some time 1 could searcely realize that | was
above the water. Below everything nad a greenish
hue, wnd a8 the sunlight strnck across my eyes |
experienced a Sirange emotion about them. Al
though the nndertaking was & Lazardons one and
the scenes below appalling, it is well 1 went down
and am thus enabied to comavey f(eebly to the
Hrrasn roaders something of an tea of the hid.
dew, scenca of & calmimly which kas cansed the
whole world (o mourg.

MIDNIEHT,

Thoe Inst steamer of the HeraLp deet which will
come up from she scene of the Atlantie wreck to-
night has just arrived. The divers had ceased
work whien she left, but If the weather is Mir they
will reswme at daglight in the morning. Only the
nodies Of sleorage DABARDEUTA WETo recovervd to,

o

:h”. ;"’Wt twenty in all, and they were burled ﬂ'
@ shiore as 8eon as they could be pared
cofMned. A considerable quantity grm M
THE CARGO
was recovered, but in a dumaged and almosE
worthiess conditlon, Wrackers and thieves whe
have fer several days hovered around the acend
and plundered what they could are being rapidigl
brought to griefsluce the arrival from New Yorig
of Mr. Penuell, the White Star Company's repres
sentative, The local agontsa of the come
pany had done nothing whatever in (hea
way of caring for, recovering or protecting bodies
or carge, and the local Provinecial and Dominioms
governments were equally imdiferent untit stirred
up by the New York attach#® of the line and Cape
tain Merritt, the representative of the New Yorir
Wrecking Company. Me has employed all thel
divers te he had here, and others are now on theie
way to the wreck from New York, Boston and De-
troit, and will probably be at work during thef
week. All this, it will be seen, 15 in commendable
contrast with the apathy or indiffercnce of the
agents here, who have done nothing whatever in tha
way of securing divers, netwithstanding their ine
gtructions to ao so from the New York agenta,
On Sunday, the day when the weather and everys
thing was fMvorable for the operations of gathers
ing ap the unfortanate victims from their watery
graves, the only representative of the company
present was a steward and one of his waiters.
The only steam tog in the harbor was chartered
by the HrraLD correspondent and the White
Star line agents here or thelr representativea
secured o sailing vessél. The HERALD tug weub
down, and when returning in the evening waa
hailed by the becalmed schooner, On boara of hew
was Captaln Willlams and other representatives off
the company, on thelr way to the wreek, The
HERALD tog came up to the city and was afters
wards permitted to return and bring up the saftin
vessel and her passengers, but they did not arri
in Hallfax until nearly three o'clock this morning.

THE COMPANY ASTONISHED AT THE CAPTAIN'G
BTATEMENT,
8tas

It 5 sald to-night that the White
Company are astonished and aambfounded of
the statement made by Captain Willlams in the
investigation. The story of an insuMciency of
coal, it 18 said, {8 simply ridiculous, and that she
had enough to last for thirty days. This only
revivea the old questions of what brought the
ateamer to Halifax, =asnd {f she
coming bere, how wns it that gsochs
an Incomprenensivle blunder was made as ta
canse this terrible disaster ¥ The farce of an invess
tigation will probably end to-morrow, and the surs
vivors of the crew will sall for Liverposl on tha
Cunard line steamer which leaves here at noomy
The investigation I8 still progressing this evenl
in the Parliament bullding. Great lnterest is moni<
fested, and eager crowds surround and throng the
buuding.

The examination of the quartermasters was ron™
tinued. Mr. Thomas, who was on duty when the
alarm was given, testified mest emphotically thaf
Captain Willlams and second officer Metoall werd
ot on the bridge at the time, He supposed thutl
*he ery of breakers meant figld iee, but ran to tha
tevegraph and put the wheel hard to starboard, Seat
ar the Investigation has falled to eliclt but few lm-
portant facts, and

THE EVIDENCE OF THE OFFICERS

18 decidedly conflicting. The examination falled
to inapire profound respect, 50 far a8 it has beem
conducted. Lawyers seem more anxious ta
display their skill at petulfogging, than i@
elicit truths, for which the world Is waltlog, (W
connection  with  this most shocking nmMair,
Captain Willlams watclies the evidemce cloacly, an
takes nowes. The populace stare at  hisg
angrily, and whispers of indignation are numerous
anid expresgive, even at the hotel. On the streef
and everywhere where he appesrs In publie he s
ghunned, scorned or abused, He told the HERALE
reperter to-nlght that it seemed a8 If he hadn't m
friend in the world; that no one scemed to stick
by Dim. *It I8, he sald, “as if T was going on &
journey to the grave—no one wauts to sccompangy
]]JG."

THE SURVIVORS IN NEW YORK.

Most of Them Leaving the City—Eric Of
fers Them Free Passage=—A Consulan
Clalm for Indemnity Probabbe.

The survivors of the wreck of the Atlantic, whe
arrived in thig city on Sunday last, have nenrly all
48t the city by varfous routes fer their destibie
tions, the majority of them travelling over the Erie
Rallway to the West., In all probability they will
be all provided for by to-morrow. Quite a numbes
of them visited the oMces of the White Star Coms
pany and had Interviews with the omMcers
regarding the question whether the company
will do anything to recompense them fod
the Joss of their emects; but no resnld
wis resched, Most of the men bad very little im
the wuy of money and valuables with them in the
ship, and & large proportion of them concluded no®
to lose time in any attempt to obtain a settlement,

and expresged their desire Lo be forwarded immea
diately to thelr futare humes.

‘i’cnf‘unlur the following despatch was transmite
ted te ticket agents of the Brie Rallway :—

Please advise the press that the Erie Raliwaw
Company will cheerfully give Iree transportation
over 1t lloes to all persons saved from the Atlsus
tic who may wish to go West amd who will presen
the personal certidcate of J. I'!gda Sparks, wgen

0.

Whiite Star line, at our ticket office, 241 Broad wuys
or at Castle Garden, JNO. R ABBOTT,

Goneral Passenger Agent Erie Halway.

Abont thirty of the survivors left this city yester-

day alternoon by the New York Cent and,

altogether, abont geventy-five remaln at Cos-

tle Garden. Sowme elghteen or twenty of the
shi ked men, Sweded and Norweglins,
calied esterday  afternpoon &t the  oflee
of Mr. Christian Biirs, Consul of the Kingdom

Norway and Sweden, at No. 18 Exchange place.
Consul Birs took the statements of the men, and,
subsequently, ket on foot !a; them lsulmsrl'ptmn
1st, ‘The resolt was that Rbout three hundred
doilars were ratsed and divided ameng them, mak-
ing & quotn of about Afteen dollars each. Most of
them went to Wisconsin and Minnesota. Aboug
mn.{ ol them left on Sunday night without calling
on the Consul, and he has telegraphed to the
swedish Consul in Chicago to intercept them and
take their declarations. In all probability a clalm
on behalf of the men will be pat im through the
Consul for iIndemnity by the ny.

The statement of Captain Willlams, as reganis
coal and provisions, I8 discredited by the manage s
of the e Star line, who afirm that the steamer
left Liverpool with 047 tons coal, which on the ave-
rage consumption was enough for over seveutecm
davs. The New Yerk agent has also »
cable despatch of  provisions thera
was on ooard a supply for  thirty-two
daays, with enough of other stores for pissage
ent 4nd home, The quantity as well a8 the quality
are, they say, strietly examined: on all vesscis
carrving emigrants by government offleers hefore
they ure permitted to leave a British port. AR am
{uvestigation 18 to be held an soon a8 ble at
Liverpoo!, under the susploes of the Britisih Board
of Trade, the truth of Captain Willisms' statement
will uo deubt be sscertained.

Tlow the Passengers Were Treated.
MoNDAY, April 1, 1878,
To ™ng Epimor oF THE HERALD (—

We, the undersigned unfortuuate pPassengers oMy
board the Atiantic steamship, arrived in New York
yeaterday, after suffering untold misery daring the
past week. We are among those who crossed om
the repe to the rock and remained there scverall
nours. After staylug on the imlamd some time wa
went to Hallfax, There we were very well treated,
and the inhabitants gave us clothing aml nourishe
ment. The agents of the White Star line i@
nothing for us whatever, but left us to our Miew
Captain Williams had promised to take care ol us
e na un g Torsor ol s promises. - Wa

us And forgot

m the steamer Falmouth rrom Halifax fog
Portiand, and came on thence by ral to Bosto
and finally to this city by tne Fall River lin
The tickets we had were Issued tO us by the
Nova Scotia government  In no way did the
mgents of the White =Star lne @ proach us or olec
to helpus., When in New York we remained a&
Costle Garden some time and had dinner at hald
PAAL three on Sunday. Sloce that time we haves
tusted no ment. All they gave us waa some dry@
bread and milk. We went to the ofiee of the Wiita
Stur line this morning aud stated our case—inat
our money, clothing and toels had been lost om
board the Atlantie and that we had Rothing w the
world,  Mr, Sparks toid us that he csuid do nmmﬁ
for us but give us 2 ench. One of the runners
the White Star line took us dewn to the Peunsyls
vanin Hallroad depot and Mr. ka hud told ne
| thist he wonld take care of us, t when we gol Las
| tie depot the runner tosk us hy the head s hily
sion't migs the train, boys: tAkeé care of yoar-
golves,” and left ns.  We hiwd nothing but $2 each
to go on to Clicago and were otberwise totalim
destitate.

We want to knew wiat to do. We are totalip
destitute, and the Walte Star e onght to

whit wg Rave lost, QF pagt of Wl We Lave bad o




